AN  EVENING'S  ADVENTURES
" You seem distressed, ma'am; would you permit me
the honour to see you to your chair, or, if it is not come,
as you seem hurried, would you trust me to see you
home? "
I thanked him, but could not accept his services. He
was sorry, he said, that I refused him, but could not
wonder as he was a stranger. At length a hackney chair
was procured me. My new acquaintance would take no
denial to handing me to the chair. When I got in, I told
the men to carry me to the palace.
" We are there now! " cried they. " What part of the
palace? "
I was now in a distress the most extraordinary: I
really knew not my own direction. I had always gone
to my apartment in a chair, and had been carried by
chairmen officially appointed; and, except that it was in
St James's Palace, I knew nothing of my own situation.
" Near the park," I told them, and saw my new
esquire look utterly amazed at me.
" Ma'am," said he, " half the palace is in the park! "
" I don't know how to direct," cried I, in the greatest
embarrassment; " but it is somewhere between Pall Mall
and the Park."
** I know where the lady lives well enough," cried one
of the chairmen; " 'tis in St James's Street."
" No, no," cried I, " 'tis in St James's Palace."
" Up with the chair! " cried the other man; " I know
best, 'tis in South Audley Street; I know the lady well
enough."
Think what a situation at the moment! I found they
had both been drinking the Queen's health till they knew
not what they said, and could with difficulty stand. Yet
they lifted me up, and though I called in the most
terrible fright to be let out, they carried me down the
steps.
I now actually screamed for help, believing they would
carry me off to South Audley Street; and now my good
genius, who had waited patiently in the crowd, forcibly
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